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Does it still matter? 
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Maybe not? Look at Productivity! 
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But wait a minute… 



But What About Switzerland? 
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Who adds more to the economy? 

Banking 

Manufacturing 
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Manufacturing share of GDP 



8 6/17/2012 Swiss Manufacturing: Why it still matters 

Swiss manufacturing industry growth 
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Root causes of success 

Source: AmCham, Booz & Co 
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What’s going on? 



3D printing employing 
additive processes 

 

Medical-grade titanium & 
micro-structures 

 

Pioneered in Europe 
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Personalised production 



Cluster dynamics 

Established Swiss 
image of Nespresso 

 

Leveraged existing 
R&D and supplier 
network 

 

Produce both 
machine & capsules 
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Detector boards for 
digital mammography 

 

Ultra-miniaturization and 
full automation 

 

Low labour content 
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Technological acceleration 



But What About Swissness? 



How do I know what is «Swiss»? 
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Swissness legislation 

• Existing statutory rules unreliable 

• New legislative amendment 

under review 

• Amendment expected to benefit 

high-technology 



Indications of Swiss as source 
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Swiss made: Swiss label, association 

Coat of Arms strictly reserved for the Confederation 

Swiss Federal Institute of  Intellectual property 

Made in Switzerland 

Preferential origin of Switzerland 
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Current state 

Swiss Content 

• Minimum 50% of the 

production costs were 

incurred in Switzerland 

• Not binding 

Includes 

• Basic materials 

• Semi-finished products 

• Accessories, wages & 

overheads  

• “Essential 

manufacturing process” 

Excludes 

• Marketing & Distribution 

• R&D 

• Operating expenses 

• Use of “Swiss” for 

commercial purposes 
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Likely future state 

Classifications 

• 60% of production costs in CH 

for industrial products 

including R&D 

• Origin of natural products 

determined by place of 

extraction 

• Processed natural products 

origin where processed 

Services 

• Headquartered and 

administrative staff in CH 

Ex ante…protective 

actions 

• National register for goods 

whose reputation or quality 

attributable to origin 

• Geographical trademark for 

appellations of controlled 

origin 
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